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NLG’s,  and  my  dear  friend  James 
L.  Miller,  founding  editorial 
director  of  COINage  Magazine  and 
a fixture  in  the  American 
numismatic  publication  scene  for 
nearly  40  years,  died  Saturday, 
Nov.  29,  2003  after  a year-long 
battle  with  throat  cancer.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Jill,  three 
daughters,  and  many 

grandchildren. 

In  the  winter  of  1964,  Gordon 
Behn  and  Don  Werner  as  Delta 
Magazines  set  to  put  out  the  first 
issue  of  COINage  under  the 
editorial  direction  of  Miller,  who 
had  previously  worked  for 
Peterson  Publishing.  Coin 
periodicals  would  never  again  be 
the  same. 

By  June  of  1965,  it  was  Behn- 
Miller  Publishers  with  Gordon 
Behn  as  publisher  and  Jim  Miller 
as  editorial  director.  As  of  March 
1971,  they  were  co-publishers,  and 
by  the  October  1982  issue,  Behn 
had  retired  and  Miller  was 
publisher  with  Clem  Bailey  as 
managing  editor. 

As  Miller  eased  toward 
retirement,  the  October  2000  issue 
of  COINage  saw  Jeff  Shoop 
named  publisher.Miller  Magazines 
remained  the  owner,  and  even  in 
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semi-retirement,  painting  scenes  in  his 
Ventura  studio,  away  from  home  and 
office.  Miller  continued  to  plan  stories 
and  programs.  Shoop  said  his  death 
marked  "the  passing  of  an  era. " 

In  addition  to  COINage,  Miller  also 
published  Rock  & Gem  (founded 
1971),  Digital  Photographer  (begun 
1998),  Camcorder,  ComputerVideo, 
and  Jewelry  Crafts  magazines,  which 
his  daughter,  Karey,  served  as  editor. 

Miller,  a lifelong  Democrat,  was 


appointed  by  President  Richard  M. 
Nixon  to  the  1974  Annual  Assay 
Commission.  The  American 
Numismatic  Association  honored 
him  twice  with  a Medal  of  Merit, 
the  ANA  Presidential  Award,  and 
its  highest  honor,  the  Farran-Zerbe 
Memorial  Award.  Jesuit  educated 
with  a degree  from  Loyola 
University  of  Los  Angeles, 

Miller  served  in  the  Air  Force  as  a 
pilot  and  then  went  to  work  for 
Peterson  Publishing.  While  never 
a coin  collector,  he  noticed  the 
attraction  of  the  field  and  a place 
for  a newsstand  publication  that 
could  compete  with  other 
monthlies  that  then  included 
newspapers  as  well  as  slick 
glossies. 

His  formula  was  to  attract  top 
writers  in  the  field,  pay  them  well, 
and  duke  it  out  on  the  newsstand 
with  the  competition.  He  was 
remarkably  successful  at  it  for  two 
generations,  winning  the  loyalty  of 
readers,  and  writers,  in  the  process. 
Shoop  said  that  Miller  had 
planned  his  funeral  and  written  his 
own  eulogy.  Funeral  services  at 
his  direction  were  conducted 
Wednesday,  Dec.  3,  at  the  San 
Buenaventura  Mission,  ninth  and 
last  surviving  mission  founded  by 
Padre  Junipero  Serra,  on  Main 
Street  in  Ventura,  and  a reminder 
of  his  religious  roots. 


For  more  than  30  years,  Jim  Miller 
was  my  friend.  We  met  for  the  first 
time  at  the  1971  ANA  convention 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  I 
introduced  myself  to  him,  try  ing  to 
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crack  into  the  "real"  writing 
business.  1 freelanced  an  article 
about  the  American  Numismatic 
Association's  Young  Numismatist 
program  and  got  a check  for  $75 
for  m y e ffort.  A 1 1 hat  t ime,  I w as 
being  paid  1 Vi  cents  a word  from 
Krause  Publications  as  their 
"Washington  Correspondent",  but 
instead  of  having  to  write  5,000 
words,  it  was  merely  750.  It 
hooked  me,  quickly! 

It  was  not  too  much  after  that, 
during  my  time  as  a Georgetown 
University  student,  that  I began  to 
write  regularly  for  COINage  while 
doing  my  weekly  "Under  the 
Glass"  column  for  Numismatic 
News,  and  writing  an  investment 
column  "Coin  Market  Perspective" 
for  Coins  Magazine. 

When  I graduated  from 
Georgetown  in  1973,  I went  to 
work  for  Krause  as  an  assistant 
editor,  living  and  working  in  lola, 
Wisconsin,  waiting  to  get  into  law 
school.  Because  my  term  was  not 
thought  likely  to  be  of  permanent 
duration,  I was  allowed  as  a full- 
time employee  to  continue  to  write 
for  COINage,  but  under  a 
pseudonym,  and  Charles  Logan 
and  Brendan  Thorpe  were  bom. 
We  became  closer  in  Febmary 
1974  when  we  were  both  named 
by  P resident  N ixon  to  t he  A nnual 
Assay  Commission;  I tried  to 
persuade  him  in  Philadelphia  that 
he  should  chair  the  commission, 
but  he  had  already  made  a deal 
with  his  California  compadres  that 
it  would  go  to  Barbara  Hyde—  and 
he  was  a man  of  his  word. 

Around  1975  or  1976,  Jim  and 
I began  to  schedule  a regular 
dinner  at  each  ANA  convention. 
He  also  lunched  with  Admiral 
Oscar  Dodson  and  several  other 
writers,  as  well  as  COINage 
writers  as  a group.  In  ‘76  at  New 
York,  I met  his  wife  Jill  for  the 
first  time,  and  his  three  daughters 
who  were  the  apple  of  his  eye. 


1 have  been  married  three  times,  and 
one  trait  that  each  of  my  wives  shared 
is  that  they  thought  Jim  Miller  was  a 
remarkable  man  — and  he  was.  At  least 
once  annually  — usually  at  an  ANA 
convention—  Jim,  my  wife  and  I would 
go  off-premises  and  have  a fabulous 
dinner  with  incredible  wine  (usually 
California,  always  chosen  by  him, 
typically  from  a small  specialty 
vineyard  that  he  had  discovered). 

Initially,  it  was  his  treat,  but  after  I 
started  practicing  law  and  making  a 
living,  we  started  rotating  the  tabs  — 
and  I enjoyed  that.  Our  rules  were 
simple:  talk  about  what  we  wanted  to, 
but  no  "shop". 

Over  the  years,  we  swapped  book 
reviews  (we  shared  a common  interest 
in  current  events,  history,  biography), 
trials  and  tribulations  of  children 
growing  up  (Jim  and  Jill  went  through 
their  version  25  years  before  I did,  but 
it  was  amazing  to  talk  about)  and 
eventually,  we  became  close  personal 
friends  who  would  talk  to  each  other  by 
phone  a couple  of  times  a month. 

In  the  ‘Eighties,  I began  to  visit 
California  regularly,  and  when  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area,  always  found  time  to 
fit  in  a luncheon  with  Jim,  who 
reciprocated.  Sometimes  it  was  at  Long 
Beach,  other  times  for  a business  event. 

Once,  on  a family  trip  with  my  wife 
and  son  Scott  (now  21,  then  about  a 
year  and  a half),  Jim  and  Jill  had  us  to 
dinner  at  their  Condo  on  the  water.  We 
drove  up  from  The  Beverly  Wilshire  to 
Ventura  (getting  lost)  and  Jill  cooked  a 
marvelous  dinner  for  the  four  adults, 
spread  a towel  on  her  white  dining 
room  carpet,  and  served  spaghetti  to 
young  Scott,  who  afterwards  walked 
around  the  apartment  with  impunity. 

We  departed  in  the  late  evening  and 
returned  home;  the  next  day,  calling  to 
thank  them  for  such  a wonderful 
evening,  they  told  me  that  at  4 a.m.  the 
alarm  clock  in  the  bedroom  began  to 
buzz  - Scott,  the  Wz  year  old  had 
evidently  found  a toy.  And  Jim  thought 


it  was  hysterical.  It  was  a precursor 
of  w hen  he  b ecame  G amps  t o his 
beloved  grandchildren.  We  spent 
one  fabulous  weekend  north  of 
San  Francisco—  the  Millers  and  the 
Ganzes’,  adults  only  — in  wine 
country  at  a rustic  country  inn  with 
dining  and  hot  tubs.  It  was  a 
friendship  sealed  for  life. 

Another  time,  Jim  and  Jill  were 
in  New  York  and  I drove  them 
from  the  City  to  my  home  in  Fair 
Lawn,  N.J.,  for  champagne, 
appetizers  and  to  meet  the  growing 
family;  then  we  drove  back  into 
the  City,  adults  only,  and  ate  at 
what  I thought  was  the  best  French 
restaurant  of  its  day,  Le  Cygne— 
my  treat. 

In  our  later  years,  Jim  and  I 
tried  to  have  our  dine  out  early  so 
that  we  could  come  back  from 
dinner  and  go  to  the  10  p.m.  NLG 
roast.  Jim  and  Lee  Martin,  a 
COINage  employee,  fostered  the 
foundation  of  the  NLG,  and  for 
years,  when  no  one  would 
advertise  in  the  Newsletter, 
COINage  and  Miller  Magazine's 
contract  ads  would  carry  the  day. 

When  I first  ran  for  the  ANA 
Board,  Jim  was  a key  supporter 
and  it  proved  true  when  my  time 
came  for  vice  president  and  then 
president.  He  was  the  master  of 
ceremonies  a t the  b anquet  w hen  I 
was  sworn  in,  and  I was  proud  a 
year  later  to  present  to  him  the 
coveted  Farran  Zerbe  Award, 
ana's  highest  honor. 

My  friend  Jim  Miller  was  a 
remarkable  man  and  an 
extraordinary  human  being.  His 
friends  — and  they  were  many- 
miss  him.  So  do  I. 


♦ David  L.  Ganz  is  NLG's  legal  counsel.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  and  practices  law  in  New  York 
City.  He  is  also  the  Mayor  of  Fair  New 

Jersey  and  a Bergen  County  Freeholder  (county 
commissioner). 
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SpecidKev/JmdUfms  Jm  MiHer 

A major  new  NLG  award  has  been  established  as  a memorial  to  James  L.  “Jim”  Miller,  a 
longtime  Guild  stalwart  who  died  Nov.  29,  2003  at  the  age  of  7 1 . 

The  award,  to  be  known  as  the  James  L.  Miller  Memorial  Award,  will  be  presented  to 
the  writer  of  the  best  single  numismatics-related  article,  or  series  of  articles,  published 
during  the  one-year  contest  period.  Articles  will  be  considered  from  all  media,  including 
magazines,  newspapers  and  Internet  Web  sites  - and  both  numismatic  and  non-numismatic 
publications  are  eligible. 

The  NLG  Board  of  Directors  and  Executive  Director  Ed  Reiter  considered  a number  of 
possible  memorials  before  deciding  upon  this  award. 

“We  felt  it  would  be  most  meaningful  to  tie  the  recognition  to  article  writing,”  Reiter 
said,  “because  that’s  the  form  of  writing  that  Jim  fostered  and  was  most  closely  associated 
with.” 

Miller  and  Gordon  Behn  co-founded  COINage  in  1964  and  quickly  developed  it  into  one 
of  the  coin  hobby’s  leading  periodicals.  Upon  Behn’s  retirement  in  1982,  Miller  became 
sole  owner  and  renamed  the  business  Miller  Magazines.  Over  the  years,  the  company  has 
published  a number  of  other  popular  periodicals,  including  Rock  and  Gem  Digital 
Photographer,  Camcorder,  Computer  Video  and  Jewelry  Crafts.  But  COINage  has 
remained  its  flagship  publication. 

Jim  Miller  was  a member  and  strong  supporter  of  the  NLG  from  its  earliest  days. 

Besides  providing  generous  direct  financial  support,  he  also  made  it  possible  for  a number 
of  his  en^loyees  to  spend  long  hours  serving  the  Guild  while  attending  conventions  at  his 
expense.  These  included  Reiter,  Lee  Martin  and  Clem  Bailey,  all  key  participants  in  the 
annual  Bash  and  other  NLG  activities. 

In  recognition  of  his  service  to  the  hobby  in  general,  and  the  Guild  in  particular.  Miller 
was  chosen  as  the  1988  winner  of  the  Clemy  Award.  Two  years  later,  he  received  the 
Farran  Zerbe  Award  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  another  organization  that 
benefited  greatly  from  his  support.  The  James  L.  Miller  Memorial  Award  is  meant  to 
provide  the  same  recognition  and  prestige  for  article  writers  as  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award 
does  for  book  authors. 

“This  might  be  called  our  Article  of  the  Year  Award,”  Reiter  said.  “And  it  will  have 
even  more  meaning  for  those  who  receive  it  because  it  bears  the  name  of  Jim  Miller.” 


TWO  !MEW<DI^Cro^  TO  JOm<BOA^ 


Two  new  members  will  join  the  NLG  Board  of  Directors  during  the  2004  ANA 
convention  in  Pittsburgh. 

They  will  take  over  the  seats  currently  held  by  Kari  Stone  and  Wendell  Wolka,  both  of 
whom  are  now  completing  four  years  of  service  on  the  Board,  having  been  first  elected  in 
2000.  Under  the  Guild’s  bylaws,  directors  must  step  down  after  serving  two  consecutive 
two-year  terms  but  can  return  to  the  Board  at  a later  date. 

To  fill  the  two  seats,  the  Board  has  nominated  Jeff  Shoop,  publisher  of  COINage  magazine, 
and  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  editor  of  Coins  Magazine.  If  no  other  nominations  are  received,  a 
single  ballot  will  be  cast  for  these  two  nominees.  If  there  is  a contest,  an  election  will  be 
held  by  mail. 

Any  prospective  candidate  must  submit  nominating  statements  signed  by  three  NLG 
members  in  good  standing.  There  are  five  members  on  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  three 
holdover  members  are  David  T.  Alexander,  David  C.  Harper  and  R.W.  “Bob”  Julian.  Their 
terms  will  expire  next  year.  Members  of  the  Board  oversee  NLG  policy,  review 
membership  applications  and  submit  nominations  for  the  annual  Clemy  Award.  Board 
nominations  must  be  received  no  later  than  June  21,  2004  and  sent  to: 

Ed  Reiter 
Executive  Director 
12  Abbington  Terrace. 

Glen  Rock,  N.J.  07452 
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(Director’s 
Message. . . 

By  Ed  Reiter 

Fasten  your  seat  belts:  It’s  time 
again  for  the  annual  NLG  Writers’ 
Competition. 

While  all  of  us  were  busy  doing 
something  else,  another  12  months 
just  flew  by.  And  we’ve  reached 
that  time  of  year  when  we  take 
stock  of  what  we’ve  done,  pick  the 
best  of  it  and  send  it  off  for 
judging  against  everyone  else’s 
best. 

Again  this  year,  the  Guild  is 
conducting  a contest  to  recognize 
the  very  best  books,  articles, 
columns,  auction  catalogs, 
newsletters  and  other  literary 
works  produced  in  the  field  of 
numismatics  during  the  last  12 
months.  Again,  the  competition 
also  will  embrace  works  that 
appear  on  the  Internet,  which 
continues  to  grow  in  importance  as 
a place  to  showcase  good  writing 
and  obtain  a wealth  of  knowledge 
about  numismatics.  Most  of  the 
rules  and  categories  remain 
unchanged,  but  there  are  a number 
of  important  additions  and 
modifications,  so  I urge  you  to 
read  the  guidelines  carefully  before 
submitting  your  entries. 

Two  of  the  most  important 
changes  are  detailed  in  articles 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Newsletter. 

One  is  the  addition  of  a brand  new 
award  honoring  Jim  Miller, 
longtime  publisher  of  COINage, 
who  died  Nov.  29  at  the  age  of  71. 
Tfie  James  L.  Miller  Memorial 
Award  will  recognize  the  single  best 
numismatics-related  article  to 
appear  during  the  last  year  in  any 
medium,  including  both  numismatic 
and  non-numismatic  magazines. 


^eadhe  June  21 


newspapers  and  Internet  Web  sites.  It  is 
intended  to  be  the  equivalent  of  our  Book 
of  the  Year  Award  - an  Article  of  the 
Year  Award,  if  you  will. 

Jim  Miller  was  a friend  and  patron  of 
the  Guild  right  from  the  very  beginning 
and  received  the  Clemy  Award  in  1988. 
His  untimely  death  led  to  immediate 
calls  for  some  form  of  NLG  tribute,  and 
the  Board  and  I gave  the  matter  careful 
consideration  before  settling  upon  this 
award.  We  felt  it  would  be  most 
appropriate  to  honor  article  writing,  since 
that  was  an  area  with  which  Jim  was 
closely  involved  for  nearly  four  decades. 

Another  s ignificant  c hange  this  y ear 
is  the  reinstatement  of  separate 
categories  for  regional,  state  and  local 
club  publications.  In  recent  years,  there 
has  been  just  a single  competition  for 
club  publications,  and  national 
publications  have  dominated  the  awards. 
After  reviewing  the  situation  at  the 
request  of  several  interested  members, 
Contest  Coordinator  Scott  A.  Travers 
agreed  that  i t would  be  more  equitable 
to  create  a new  and  separate  class  of 
competition  for  the  smaller  clubs. 
Simply  stated,  their  limited  resources 
put  them  at  a disadvantage  against  the 
bigger  clubs,  so  we’re  giving  them  a 
more  level  playing  field. 

Those  competing  in  the  Audio- 
Visual  categories  also  will  find  a 
number  of  modifications  this  year, 
including  an  expansion  of  the  Best 
Video  category  to  include  separate 
awards  for  commercial  and  non- 
commercial entries. 

Many  NLG  members  are  highly 
computer-literate,  and  they  may 
find  it  convenient  to  review  the  rules 
for  the  Writers’  Competition,  and 
other  Guild  news,  at  our  Website 
www.numismaticliterarvguild.org 

It  is  maintained  by  our 


excellent  Web  master.  Dr.  Howard 
Berlin. 

To  be  eligible  for  consideration 
in  any  of  this  year’s  categories, 
entries  must  have  been  published 
(or  posted  on  the  Internet)  between 
May  1,  2003  and  April  30,  2004. 
Three  copies  of  each  entry  must 
be  submitted,  and  each  copy 
must  be  accompanied  by  a cover 
sheet  listing  the  category  and 
other  information  spelled  out  in 
the  rules.  (The  complete  rules 
appear  in  this  issue  of  the 
Newsletter.) 

All  entries  must  be  received  no 
later  than  June  21,  2004.  They 
should  be  sent  to  the  contest 
coordinator  at  the  following 
address: 

Scott  A.  Travers, 

c/o  Sal  Germano,  SGRC  Inc., 
625  Lafayette  Ave., 
Hawthorne,  NJ  07506 

The  address  is  the  same  as  last 
year. 

T his  year  a gain,  entries  i n a 
number  of  categories  will  be 
judged  by  editors  and  other  well- 
qualified  individuals  outside  the 
numismatic  field.  Although  this 
will  not  affect  the  manner  in  which 
entries  are  submitted,  we  ask  you 
to  take  special  care  in  making  sure 
that  each  copy  is  accompanied  by  a 
completed  cover  sheet  listing  all 
the  information  printed  in  boldface 
type  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

Winners  will  be  announced,  and 
awards  presented,  at  the  2004  NLG 
Bash  on  Thursday,  Aug.  19,  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
convention  in  Pittsburgh. 

Good  luck  to  one  and  all! 


Is  a picture  really  worth  a 
thousand  words?  I believe  that 
many  of  us,  whose  work  is  words, 
would  take  substantial  issue  with 
that  assertion!  Certainly  we  like  to 
think  that  our  words  are  useful  and 
informative-maybe  newsworthy, 
and  certainly  interesting. 

OK,  so  a picture  is  a great  thing 
to  include...  no  question...  but 
how  many  words  is  it  really  worth 
when  there  is  consequential 
information  that  needs  to 
accompany  the  picture  to  make  it 
meaningful. 

Dorothy  Parker  is  purported  to 
have  said:  “I  hate  to  write,  but  love 
having  written”.  Well,  nobody 
ever  said  that  life  was  fair,  or  that 
writing  was  easy!  But  certainly 
the  privilege  of  having  the 
opportunity  of  filling  a blank  page 
with  words  that  are  one’s  own 
cannot  be  denied. 

Speaking  of  privilege.  I’m  truly 
thrilled  at  being  entrusted  with  the 
responsibility  of  putting  together  a 
newsletter  intended  to  correspond 
with  numismatic  writers  who 
represent  the  very  cream  of  the 
best.  Journalists  and  Scholars  at 
the  pinnacle  of  a very  special  craft, 
where  knowledge  needs  to  join 
with  the  ability  to  share  that 
understanding  with  others  in  words 
- and  yes  OK  - some  pictures,  but 
which  in  essence  rely  upon  those 
words  to  deliver  the  complete  and 
comprehensive  message. 

Becoming  Editor  of  the  NLG 
Newsletter  is  a pretty  recent 
literary  a dventure.  The  p rivilege 
of  putting  words  together  for  the 
British  Royal  Mint  is  one  of  far 
longer  duration.  Described  as 
‘Public  Relations’  the  activity  of 
writing  Press  Releases  is  certainly 


editor  s !Hotes 

(By  MichaeC Sedgwic^ 


one  that  requires  a combination  of 
words  and  pictures,  but  seldom  does  it 
require  a thousand  words,  and 
hopefully  the  pictures  are  more  helpful 
when  the  words  are  associated  with 
them. 

Of  course,  there  are  occasions  when  the 
picture  is  indeed  primary  and  any 
words,  by  way  of  explanation,  are 
deliberately  secondary.  That  can  be 
especially  important  for  a PR  man, 
where  a “photo  op”  is  fair  game  in  an 
effort  to  gain  press  coverage.  But 
photo  ops  just  add  to  the  fun,  and 
maybe,  in  these  days  of  celebrity,  offer 
one  of  the  few  occasions  when  the 
thousand  words  just  won’t  cut  it! 

Such  was  an  opportunity  for  this  writer, 
when  I was  recently  able  to  link  the 
Lord  of  the  Rings  coins,  struck  by  the 


Royal  Mint  for  New  Zealand,  with 
the  New  York  Consulate’s 
Premiere  of  the  third  and  final  film 
in  the  trilogy  based  upon  the 
novels  originally  authored  by  that 
master  of  many  thousands  of 
words  - and  not  one  picture  - J.R. 
Tolkein.  That  evening  was  the 
perfect  place  where  privilege,  good 
fortune  and  the  “photo  op”  came 
together  in  total  harmony.  We  got 
some  nice  photos  that  night  - good 
pictures.  But  do  you  know 
something....  While  the  photos  are 
great,  it’s  the  pictures  in  my  mind 
that  will  remain  the  most  vivid.  I 
could  tell  you  about  them,  but  it 
will  take  more  than  a thousand 
words! 


Part  of  the  fun  of  a PR  Man- 
rubbing shoulders!! 

MicfiaeC Sedgwic^-with  LRjah  %^ood 
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A TTENTION 
NUMISMATIC  WRITERS 


Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions  is  pleased  to  announce  a program  for  Numismatic  Literarv- 
Guild  members  and  all  other  numismatic  writers,  for  articles  to  appear  on  the  world’s  lead- 
ing numismatic  website:  HeritageCoin.com. 

Rules  & Instructions: 

• Writers  may  submit  an  unlimited  number  of  articles  electronically 
(by  e-mail  or  on  disk,  including  all  illustrations;  MwS  Word  preferred). 
Articles  selected  will  be  posted  on  the  Heritage  website: 
HeritageCoin.com. 

• Articles  can  be  fresh  or  previously  published,  but  the  writer 
must  be  able  to  grant  Heritage  permission  to  post  the  article. 

• The  writer  must  have  permission  to  reproduce  any  illustra- 
tions, and  those  illustrations  must  also  be  submitted  in 
electronic  form. 

• Articles  may  pertain  to  any  topic  related  to  numismatics. 
Research  may  be  from  primary  or  secondary  sources. 

• The  most  popular  article  will  be  determined  by  readership  statistics  and 
ratings  by  HeritageCoin.com  members. 

• Any  entrants  may  also  request  that  their  email  addresses  and  web  site  links  be  added  to 
their  bios  (we  reserve  tlie  right  to  remove  links  w'e  feel  are  inappropriate 
for  any  reason).  Coin  dealers  who  submit  articles  may  also  request  a 
link  on  our  Links  page. 


There  is  no  payment  for  the  articles,  except  that  the  first  25 
submitters  whose  articles  we  accept  will  receive  free 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  membership  for  one  year  (new 
members  subject  to  NLG  Board  approval). 


Entries  should  be  submitted  to  the  attention  of  James  L.  Halperin 
(Jim@HeritageCoin.com),  and  may  be  e-mailed,  or  mailed  on  computer 
disc  c/o  Heritage,  100  Highland  Park  Village,  2nd  Floor,  Dallas,  Texas  75205. 


America's  #1  Numismatic  Auctioneer 

ERITAGE 

Numismatic  Auctions,  Inc. 


Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries  • Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions 
Currency  Auctions  of  America  • Heritage  World  Coin  Auctions 
World’s  Largest  Rare  Coin  Dealer  and  Auctioneer 

3500  Maple  Avenue,  IT**"  Floor 
Dallas,  Texas  75219-3941 


wvvw.Herita^eCoin.com 

A Free  Online  Community  of  65,000+  Numismatists 

Phone:  800-872-6467  01-214-528-3500  • Fax:  214-520-7108 


2004 

mg 


Please  note  that  some  of  the  rules, 
and  category  and  class  numbers, 
have  changed from  last  year's. 
Also  note  the  new  deadline  dates. 

1 . All  NLG  members  are 
eligible  to  participate  if  their 


which  an  entry  may 
compete,  if  they  believe  such 
change  is  necessary  to  assure 
equity  of  all  participants. 

6.  Three  (3)  copies  of  each 
entry  must  be  submitted  in 
all  categories  except 
portfolio  and  software.  In 
these  two  categories,  one 
copy  will  suffice.  Quality 
photocopies  of  newspaper 
and  magazine  articles  are 
acceptable. 

7.  No  entries  will  be 
returned  under  any 
circumstance. 

8.  No  entrant  may  submit  more 
than  one  (1)  entry  in  any 
single  category.  (The  same 
entry  may  also  be  included 


in  the  portfolio  competition, 
however,  or  for  the  James  L. 
Miller  Memorial  Award.) 

9.  In  categories  with  only  one  entry, 
judges  may  decide  that  no  award 
will  be  given,  or  may  substitute 
Special  NLG  Recognition  for  the 
regular  NLG  Award. 

10.  All  judges’  decisions  are  binding 
and  final;  confidentiality  of  all 
judging  is  absolute, 

11.  Failure  to  conform  to  all  rules 
will  be  cause  for  disqualification 
from  the  competition. 

12.  All  entries  must  be  sent  to: 

Scott  A.  Travers  c/o  Sal 
Germane,  SGRC  Inc., 

625  Lafayette  Ave. 
Hawthorne,  NJ  07506 

13.  Each  entry  copy  must  have  the 

following  information  attached  or  it 

will  be  disqualified: 


1.  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

The  work  having  the  greatest 
potential  impact  on  numismatics: 
Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  research  quality, 
photographic,  printing  and  graphic 
excellence,  cover  and  typography 
where  applicable.  Books  submitted 
in  the  specialized  categories  below 
may  be  considered  for  Book  of  the 
Year  as  well. 

2.  BEST  SPECIALIZED  BOOK 
ON 

(a)  United  States  Coins 

(b)  World  Coins 

(c)  U.S.  Paper  Money 

(d)  World  Paper  Money 

(e)  Tokens  & Medals 

(f)  Numismatic 
Investments 

(g)  Museum  & Exhibition 
Catalogs 


dues  have  been  paid. 

o 

CLASS 

CLASS  H-A 

2.  All  entries  must  have  been 

o 

CATEGORY 

U.S.  COMMERCIAL 

published  between  May  1, 

o 

ENTRANT'S  NAME 

NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 

2003  and  April  30,  2004. 

& ADDRESS 

(Coins,  COINage  magazines  and 

3.  Entries  must  be  received  not 

o 

PUBLICATION 

similar  periodicals) 

later  than  June  21,  2004. 

o 

PUBLICATION 

4.  All  entries  must  be  the  work 

DATE 

3.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 

of  entrant  or  must  have  been 

o 

TITLE  OR 

OF  ARTICLES 

produced  under  entrant’s 

HEADING 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 

editorial  direction. 

o 

AUTHOR  (IF 

dealing  with: 

5.  The  judges  reserve  the  right 

OTHER  THAN 

(a)  Coins 

to  change  the  category  in 

ENTRANT) 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

The  following  classes  and  categories 
are  in  force  in  2004. 

PLEASE  EXAMINE  YOUR 
ENTRIES  CAREFULLY  to  be  certain 
they  qualify  in  the  proper  category! 

CLASS  I 
BOOKS 

Books  may  be  submitted  by  author, 
publisher  or  editor.  Three  (3)  copies 
must  be  submitted.  Eligible  are  new 
books  o r t hose  a ccepted  by  t he  judges 
at  their  sole  discretion  as  substantially 
revised  versions  of  earlier  works. 


4.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of 
three  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column, 

5.  BEST  ISSUE 
Three  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by 
publisher,  editors.  Criteria 
include  overall  numismatic 
appeal,  features, 

departments,  graphics, 

journalistic  and  editorial 
excellence  as  applicable. 

CLASS  H-B 

WORI.D  COMMERCIAl. 

NUMISMATIC  MAGAZINES 


7 


(World  Coin  News,  The  Celator, 
similar  overseas  publications) 

6.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES 
OF  ARTICLES 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 
dealing  with: 

(a)  Coins 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

(c)  Paper  Money 

7.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of 
three  (3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column.  . 

8.  BEST  ISSUE 
Three  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by 
publisher,  editors.  Same 
criteria  as  Category  5 
above. 

CLASS  III 

LARGE-CIRCULATION  AND 

OTHER  NON-PROFIT  OR 

CLUB  NUMISMATIC 

PUBLICATIONS 

(National  publications  and  others 
with  a circulation  of  20,000  or 
more,  including  Numismatist,  The 
ANS  Journal,  TAMS  Journal  and 
Paper  Money) 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 
dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics 
(ONE  Award). 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of 
(3)  selections  from 
ongoing  column. 

11.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the 
issue  submitted  by 
publisher  and/or  editor. 
Same  criteria  as  Category 
5. 

CLASS  III-A 

SMALL-CIRCULATION  AND 

OTHER  NON-PROFIT  OR 

CLUB  NUMISMATIC 

PUBLICATIONS 


{State,  regional  and  local  publications 
and  others  with  a circulation  of  less 
than  20,000) 

9.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 
dealing  with  any  subject  related 
to  numismatics  (ONE  Award) 

10.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  ( 3)  c opies  E ACH  o f ( 3) 
selections  from  ongoing 
column. 


11.  BEST  ISSUE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue 
submitted  by  publisher  and/or 
editor.  Same  criteria  as 
Category  5. 

CLASS  IV 

NUMISMATIC  NEWSPAPERS 

12.  BEST  SPOT  NEWS  STORY 

or  continuing  coverage  of  a 
developing  story  in 
numismatics. 

13.  BEST  ARTICLE  OR  SERIES  OF 
ARTICLES 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 
dealing  with: 

(a)  Coins 

(b)  Tokens  & Medals 

(c)  Paper  Money 

14.  BEST  COLUMN 

Three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  (3) 
selections  from  ongoing 
column. 


CLASS  V 

NON-NUMISMATIC 
NEWSPAPERS  AND  MAGAZINES 

16.  THE  MAURICE  M.  GOULD 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

Entries  may  be  submitted  by 
publisher,  editor  or  columnist 
of  any  coin  column  appearing 


regularly  in  any  non- 
numismatic  newspaper  or 
magazine  of  any  size 
circulation. 

17.  BEST  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  copies  of  articles 
dealing  with  any  subject 
related  to  numismatics. 

CLASS  VI 

COMPUTER  SOFTWARE 

AND  INTERNET  WEB  SITES 

18.  BEST  WEB  SITE  ARTICLE 

Three  (3)  printouts  of  an 
article  appearing  on  a Web 
site  dealing  with  any 
subject  related  to 
numismatics. 

19.  BEST  DEALER  WEB  SITE 

This  category  is  for  Web 
sites  that  are  used  to  buy 
or  sell  coins,  offer  supplies 
or  sell  books  or  other 
forms  of  information 
related  to  numismatics. 
For  static  sites,  submit  the 
URL.  For  sites  that 
change,  submit  three  (3) 
hard  copies  of  the  home 
page. 

20.  BEST  NON  COMMERCIAL 

WEB  SITE 

This  category  is  for  Web 
sites  maintained  by  coin 
clubs  and  other  non- 
commercial organizations 
and  individuals  devoted  to 
the  coin  hobby.  For  static 
sites,  submit  the  URL.  For 
sites  that  change,  submit 
three  (3)  hard  copies  of  the 
home  page. 

21.  BEST  TRADE  PRESS  AND 
INFORMATION  WEB  SITE 

This  award  will  be 
presented  for  the  best 
numismatic  Web  site  that 
disseminates  news  and 
other  information  about 
the  coin  hobby.  For  static 
sites,  submit  the  URL.  For 


15.  BEST  ISSUE 
Three  (3)  copies  of  the  issue 
submitted  by  publisher,  editors. 
Same  criteria  as  Category  5. 
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25.  LEE  MARTIN  FOUNDER'S 
AWARD 

For  Best  Investment 
Newsletter:  Criteria  include 
overall  reader  appeal,  quality  of 
research  and  writing,  and 
graphics  as  applicable.  Submit 
three  (3)  copies  EACH  of  three 
(3)  issues  - total,  nine  (9) 
items. 

26.  BEST  DEALER-PUBLISHED 
MAGAZINE  OR  NEWSPAPER 

Criteria  include  overall  reader 
appeal,  quality  of  research  and 
writing,  and  graphics 
excellence.  Submit  three  (3) 
copies  EACH  of  at  least  three 
(3)  different  issues 


sites  that  change,  submit 
three  (3)  hard  copies  of  the 
home  page. 

22.  BEST  NON-NUMISMATIC 
PRESS  WEB  SITE 

This  award  will  be 
presented  for  the  best 
numismatic  Web  site 
produced  by  a non- 
numismatic  news 

organization.  Editorial 
content  from  members  of 
the  hobby  press  is 
acceptable.  For  static  sites, 
submit  the  URL.  For  sites 
that  change,  submit  three 
(3)  hard  copies  of  the 
home  page. 

23.  SOFTWARE 
Best  presentation  of  a new 
numismatic  work,  or  new 
presentation  of  a 
previously  published 
numismatic  work  in  CD 
ROM,  DVD,  floppy  disk 
or  any  other  electronic 
format.  Only  one  copy  of 
the  work  need  be 
submitted.  Entry  must  be 
accompanied  by  written 
statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  by  NLG  rules 
above. 

CLASS  VII 

AUCTION  CATALOGS 

24.  Three  (3)  copies  of  each 
catalog  entered.  Criteria  include 
cover  design,  overall  eye  appeal, 
format,  graphics  and  layout,  in- 
depth  research  and  quality  of 
description.  Entries  may  be 
submitted  by  auction  firm, 
auctioneer  or  cataloger. 

(a)  Coin  and  currency 
auction  catalogs 

(b)  Catalogs  for  auctions 
of  books  and  exonumia 

CLASS  VIII 
COMMERCIAL 

PUBLICATIONS 


CLASS  IX 

BEST  ALL-AROUND  PORTFOLIO 

27.  Collection  of  writings  and/or 
photographs  and  related  items 
demonstrating  numismatic  writing 
ability  and  versatility.  Organization 
and  presentation  will  count  as  heavily 
as  volume.  Only  one  (1)  copy  of 
portfolio  need  be  submitted;  other 
copies  of  items  included  in  portfolio 
may  also  be  submitted  in  other  relevant 
categories  at  entrant’s  option. 

CLASS  X 

BEST  WRITER  IN  NLG 

NEWSLETTER 

28.  NLG  Newsletter  editor  alone  selects 
winner.  Criteria  include  writing  skill 
and  style,  numismatic  or  organization 
support,  content  to  inform  the  member 
readers.  No  entries  accepted;  editor 
alone  decides. 

CLASS  XI 
AUDIO-VISUAL 


accompanied  by  written 
statement  citing  datc(s)  of 
broadcast,  call  letters  and 
location  of  radio  station,  as 
well  as  information 
required  in  NLG  rules 
listed  above.  Interview 
segments  no  longer  qualify 
for  this  category. 

30.  AUDIO 

Best  audio  program 
involving  numismatics, 
but  non-broadcast. 

Includes  audio  tracks 
from  numismatic  slide 
shows,  educational  tapes, 
audio  newsletters  and 
other  presentations. 
Entries  must  include 
standard-size 

audiocassette,  written 
statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  in  NLG  rules 
above.  Interview  segments 
no  longer  quality  for  this 
category. 

31.  TELEVISION 

Best  spot  news  story, 
feature  report  or 
continuing  series  involving 
numismatics.  Entries  must 
include  standard-size 
cassette  recording  of 
television  broadcast  or 
three  (3)  selections  from 
continuing  series.  Tape 
must  be  either  half-inch 
VHS  or  y4-inch 
professional  videocassette, 
and  must  be  accompanied 
by  written  statement  citing 
date(s)  of  broadcast,  call 
letters  and  location  of 
station,  plus  information 
required  in  NLG  rules 
above.  Interview  segments 
no  longer  qualify  for  this 
category. 

32-A.  VIDEO -NON- 
COMMERCIAL 

Best  non-broadcast  slide 
film,  movie  film  or 


29.  RADIO 

Best  news  story,  feature  report 
or  continuing  series  involving 
numismatics.  Entries  must 
include  standard-size 

audiocassette  of  story  or  feature 
report  or  three  (3)  selections 
from  continuing  series. 
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videotape  presentation 
involving  numismatics 
made  for  educational 
purposes.  Entry  must 
include  audio  as  well  as 
visual  materials  - either 
written  script  or 
soundtrack  of  film,  audio 
or  video  cassette  used  in 
presentation.  Entry  must 
be  accompanied  by  written 
statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  by  NLG  rules 
above.  Interview  segments 
no  longer  qualify  for  this 
category. 

32-B.  VIDEO  - COMMERCIAL 
Best  non-broadcast  slide 
film,  movie  film  or 
videotape  presentation 
involving  numismatics 
made  to  promote  a 
company  or  product.  Entry 
must  include  audio  as  well 
as  visual  materials  - either 
written  script  or 
soundtrack  of  film,  audio 
or  video  cassette  used  in 
presentation.  Entry  must 
be  accompanied  by  written 
statement  citing  date(s)  of 
first  use,  plus  information 
required  by  NLG  rules 
above.  Interview  segments 
no  longer  qualify  for  this 
category. 

CLASS  XII 

SPECIAL  MEMORIAL 

AWARDS 

33.  JAMES  L.  MILLER 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

This  award,  honoring  the 
co-founder  and  longtime 
publisher  of  COINage 
magazine,  will  recognize 
the  best  numismatic  article 
to  appear  in  any  medium, 
including  both  numismatic 
and  non-numismatic 

magazines,  newspapers 
and  Internet  Web  sites. 
Submit  three  (3)  copies  or 
printouts  of  an  article 
dealing 


with  any  subject  related  to 
numismatics.  Criteria  include 
overall  reader  appeal,  research 
quality  and  writing  excellence. 
Articles  submitted  in  this 
category  may  also  be  submitted 
in  other  applicable  categories. 

34.  CLEMENT  F.  BAILEY 
MEMORIAL  AWARD 

This  award  was  endowed  by 
Jim  Miller  of  Miller  Magazines 
in  memory  of  an  especially 
beloved  member  of  the 
numismatic  writing  community 
and  NLG  founder,  Clement  F. 
Bailey.  This  award  recognizes 
excellence  among  new  writers 
in  numismatics,  whose  first 
published  writings  appeared 
during  the  previous  year. 
Nominees  a re  s upplied  s olely 
by  numismatic  publishers. 
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1968  - 2003 


1968 

Clement  F.  Bailey 

1986 

Ed  Reiter 

1969 

Edward  C.  Rochette 

1987 

David  T.  Alexander 

1970 

Lee  Martin 

1988 

James  L.Miller 

1971 

Margo  Russell 

1989 

Q.  David  Bowers 

1972 

Virginia  Culver 

1990 

David  L.  Ganz 

1973 

Maurice  M.  Gould 

1991 

Clifford  Mishler 

1974 

Eva  B.  Adams 

1992 

R.W.  Julian 

1975 

Ray  Byrne 

1993 

Russell  Rulau 

1976 

Chester  L.  Krause 

1994 

Elvira  Clain  Stefanelli 

1977 

Richard  S.  Yeoman 

1995 

Beth  Deisher 

1978 

Lee  F.  Hewitt 

1996 

Col,  Bill  Murray 

1979 

Abe  Kosoff 

1997 

Alan  Herbert 

1980 

Glenn  Smedley 

1998 

Burnett  Anderson 

1981 

Arlie  Slabaugh 

1999 

Thomas  K.  DeLorey 

1982 

Eric  P.  Newman 

2000 

Wendell  A.  Wolka 

1983 

Kenneth  Bressett 

2001 

David  C.  Harper 

1984 

Donn  Pearlman 

2002 

Scott  A.  Travers 

1985 

Walter  Breen 

2003 

Bill  Fivaz 
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In  response  to  numerous  requests 
from  members,  the  NLG  has  expanded 
the  categories  for  club  publications  in 
the  2004  Writers’  Competition, 
restoring  separate  awards  for  smaller 
publications. 

This  year,  there  are  two  distinct 
contests  for  club  publications  - one 
for  national  publications  and  others 
with  a circulation  of  20,000  or  more, 
and  one  for  state,  regional  and  local 
publications  and  others  with  a 
circulation  of  less  than  20,000. 

Last  year,  all  club  publications 
were  lumped  together,  with  just  one 
award  in  each  of  three  categories  - 
best  article,  best  column  and  best 
issue.  This  year,  the  same  three 
awards  will  be  given  in  both 
categories,  for  large  and  small 
publications. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  separate 
contests  have  been  held  for  larger  and 
smaller  club  publications.  Several 
years  ago,  the  categories  were 
consolidated  as  part  of  an  attempt  to 
streamline  the  Writers’  Competition, 


which  some  said  provided  too  many 
awards.  But  many  members  then  voiced 
concern  that  it  was  unfair  to  force  small 
club  publications,  with  limited  resources,  to 
compete  head-to-head  with  much  bigger- 
budgeted  national  journals.  Among  the 
most  eloquent  advocates  of  restoring 
separate  contests  was  Dr.  Charles  Homing, 
a dentist  from  Florence,  Ky.,  who  has  been 
a strong  supporter  of  smaller  clubs.  Homing 
joined  forces  with  other  concerned 
observers,  including  Nancy  Green,  librarian 
of  the  American  Numismatic  Association, 
and  Charles  Davis,  a prominent  numismatic 
literature  dealer  from  Wenham,  MA. 

They  contacted  Scott  A.  Travers, 
coordinator  of  the  Writers’  Competition, 
and  asked  him  to  reconsider  the  stmcture  of 
the  club  publication  categories.  Beyond 
that,  they  offered  to  participate  actively  by 
helping  to  formulate  judging  criteria  and 
serve  as  judges  themselves. 

Travers  discussed  the  matter  with 
Executive  Director  Ed  Reiter  and  members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  - and  after  careful 
review,  it  was  decided  to  implement  the 
group’s  suggestions.  Large  publications 
will  be  judged  in  Class  III. 

All  entries  should  be  submitted  to  the 
same  address,  as  shown  in  the  mles  for  this 
year’s  Writers’  Competition.  Those  for  the 
smaller  club  publications  will  then  be  sent 
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to  Homing,  Green  and  Davis,  who 
will  serve  as  the  judging  panel  for 
Class  lII-A.Class  Ill-A  has  been 
established  this  year  for  entries  from 
smaller  club  publications. 

Entries  for  Best  Issue  in  this  class, 
and  only  this  class,  will  be  judged 
according  to  the  following  criteria: 

Numismatic  Content, 

50  percent. 

This  includes  quality  of 
research  and  potential  benefit 
to  the  numismatic  body  of 
knowledge. 

Editorial  quality, 

20  percent. 

Quality  of  Publication 
presentation,  20  percent. 
This  includes  layout  and 
photo  quality. 

Range  of  Contributors  and 
Authors,  10  percent. 

To  the  extent  applicable,  some  of 
these  criteria  also  will  be  used  to  judge 
entries  for  Best  Article  and  Best 
Column. 

As  with  all  the  categories  in  this 
year’s  competition,  entries  must  have 
been  published  between  May  1 , 2003 


Krause  Publications  delivers 
your  numismatic  subscription  online! 


Access  online  the  vital  coin  and  paper  money  information  you  want. 
Read  every  issue  right  from  your  computer.  It’s  FREE  to  all  subscribers. 
You’ll  find: 

• It’s  faster  than  mail  - no  postal  delays! 

• Information  is  available  online  within  days  after  each  issue 
mails. 

• You  get  your  mailed  copy  too. 

• You’re  among  the  first  to  check  Display  and  Classified  Ads. 

• Every  issue  of  Coin  Market  is  available  to  Numismatic 
News  subscribers  - the  most 
accurate  prices  at  your  finger  tips! 

• You  can  search  every  issue  for  the  item  you  want. 


Go  to  www.coliect.com 

Register  & go  to  “View  Online  Issues” 

in  My  Comer 

Fill  in  required  subscriber  information 

• You’re  ready  to  go! 


Numismatic  News  • 1 year,  52  issues  • $32.00 
World  Coin  News  • 1 year,  1 2 issues  • $27.98 
Coin  Prices  • 1 year,  6 issues  • $18.98 
Coins  Magazine  • 1 year,  12  issues  • $25.98 
Bank  Note  Reporter  • 1 year,  12  issues  • $35.00 

Celebrating  50  years  of  service  to  the 
coin  and  paper  money  market! 


For  Order  Information  Call  Toll-Free 

800-258-0929  “Offer  ABA7UW 

M-F  8 a.m.  - 5 p.m.,  Sat.  8 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  CT 
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